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Christine Wormuth is director of the RAND International Security and Defense 

Policy Center. ISDP researchers conduct in-depth analysis to help policy leaders 

make decisions about major national and international security challenges. ISDP's 

work spans political, security, and economic issues. Our analysis draws extensively 

on the best available qualitative and quantitative data, methodological tools, and 

RAND's core values of quality and objectivity. 

Wormuth is a frequent writer and speaker on foreign policy, national security, and 

homeland security issues. Prior to joining RAND, she was Under Secretary of 

Defense for Policy (USDP) at the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) from 2014 to 

2016. In that role, she advised both Secretary Chuck Hagel and Secretary Ash 

Carter on the full range of regional and functional national security issues. As 

USDP she frequently represented DoD at the White House and spent considerable 

time on the counter-ISIS campaign, the rebalance to Asia, counterterrorism 

operations, and U.S. defense relations with countries in Europe, Asia, and the 

Middle East. 

From 2012 to 2014, Wormuth was Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for 

strategy, plans, and forces, and led the 2014 Quadrennial Defense Review. She 

served as Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Defense at the 

National Security Council (NSC) from December 2010 until August 2012, where 

she was the primary liaison from NSC to the Pentagon on defense issues. She holds 

an M.P.P. from the University of Maryland. 

 


